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Dear Members 
Despite unsettling times UKAN continues to operate 
and grow. We have 950 members (30 April 2020) 
which is a significant increase since December 2019 
(well +100 members). Over 50 new members have 
joined us since the start of lockdown in March.  

Please check your personal profiles and review them 
to keep our Directory web page up-to-date.  As a 
minimum, your page should include your name, 
affiliations and brief description of your research 
interests. Our pages get over 1000 visits per month. 
Please do make sure that your research and other 
professional activities in acoustics are visible through 
the UKAN website. 

On-line events 

In this situation we have not stopped but continued to 
run a range of webinars and on-line events. At present 
7 more webinars are scheduled for May. You can find 
details of these events here. 

Some of the past events, e.g. Comsol training and 
Physical Acoustics webinar, were extremely well 
attended with 50-70 people logged in at a time. Some 
of these events were recorded, speakers share their 
presentations and attendees’ questions and answers 
were saved and stored in our Google Drive folder.  

We would like to remind to our members that UKAN 
has resources and is happy to provide you with a 
software platform to facilitate more webinars and on-
line training events. Sheffield University can host 
Webinars for UKAN SIGs using Blackboard Collaborate 
with breakout rooms, screen sharing, polling, 
recording and more. Google Handouts, Go to Meeting 

and Microsoft Teams are good examples of other 
communication software platforms UKAN supports. 
The Institute of Acoustics (IoA) can also help to 
connect our members via Zoom software platform. 

Training: Demystifying EPSRC Peer Review 

Those UKAN members who are new to the peer 
review process at the Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) often feel 
confused or overwhelmed by what is involved. It’s 
no wonder: there is a lot of information to consider 
each step of the way, and a lot of misinformation 
gets shared over the years. This session is offered 
by a former EPSRC Programme Manager, Dr Elaine 
Masssung. It seeks to explore the truth behind 
common myths about the process and provide a 
solid foundation to explain what happens after a 
researcher submits a proposal for a new 
investigator award, standard mode grant, or 
fellowship proposal. Although it does not cover how 
to write a proposal, it does highlight sections of the 
proposal where applicants can have a positive 
impact on the process. This course will be 
presented over two days (26-27 May). Please sign 
up here if you are interested. Space is limited to 12 
participants, but this training session will be 
repeated if there is still interest from our members.

EPSRC call for ideas for address COVID-19 

This is to let you know that the UKRI has published 
a call for ideas to address COVID-19 that will 
support projects between 12-18 months in length. 

https://acoustics.ac.uk/directory/
https://acoustics.ac.uk/events/
https://acoustics.ac.uk/events/webinar-methods-for-modeling-acoustics-in-comsol-multiphysics/
https://acoustics.ac.uk/events/ukan-physical-acoustics-sig-workshop-on-3d-printing-of-porous-sound-absorbers/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hUUifa_WLVDtssfJwG4vVLiRFAPTPDlk?usp=sharing
https://www.blackboard.com/teaching-learning/collaboration-web-conferencing/blackboard-collaborate
https://hangouts.google.com/
https://www.gotomeeting.com/en-gb
https://teams.microsoft.com/start
https://zoom.us/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/demystifying-epsrc-peer-review-tickets-103952484680
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/demystifying-epsrc-peer-review-tickets-103952484680
https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/ukri-open-call-for-research-and-innovation-ideas-to-address-covid-19/
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Proposals must address and mitigate the health, 
social, economic, cultural and environmental 
impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak. More details 
about the scope of this call can be found here. 

Example acoustic related topics can be an obvious 
drop in the noise levels across the country, 
potential change in the number of complaints about 
domestic noise related to self-isolation and 
background noise level change, medical ultrasound 
and changes in subjective noise perception. 

UKAN funds video on vibrotactile technology to 
support deaf people in music education 

UKAN funded a video in SIGVA from the Acoustics 
Research Unit (ARU) at the University of Liverpool 
who loaned vibrotactile equipment to the Royal 
School for the Deaf in Derby to aid music education – 
see here. A part-time music teacher helped them gain 
access to the school and the permanent music teacher 
did a great job adapting it into his teaching. This was 
the first time it was really feasible to teach pitch to 
the children. Observations indicated that there are 
likely to be generations of deaf children who have 
misunderstand pitch - in this group of deaf children 
many initially thought that a high level of sound or 
vibration equated to high pitch.  

Sounds of lockdown 

There is a new initiative that has come under the 
banner of the International Year of Sound 2020 
(IYS2020): Comparison of Soundscape under Covid-
19…..with either the before or after... Coupled with 
the update on wiki for sound it is currently the top 
story on the IYS2020 page (see 
https://sound2020.org/news/soundscape-under-
covid-19-and-wiki-for-sound/). There is also a LinkedIn 

international group set up to report noise data from 
specific places before and during the COVID-19 
confinement. The link to this group is here. Below is 
an example of sound pressure levels recorded before 
and after the start of lockdown in four major cities in 
Europe and America. 

(adapted from National Geographic paper 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/04/cor
onavirus-is-quieting-the-world-seismic-data-shows/) 

A similar situation is with underwater noise. Jeff 
Neasham of Newcastle University shared data from 
underwater acoustic monitoring network in the North 
Sea that shows the effect of the COVID-19 lockdown 
on marine traffic and underwater noise (see below). 

https://www.ukri.org/funding/funding-opportunities/ukri-open-call-for-research-and-innovation-ideas-to-address-covid-19/
https://stream.liv.ac.uk/2qvwd9th
https://sound2020.org/
https://sound2020.org/
https://sound2020.org/news/soundscape-under-covid-19-and-wiki-for-sound/
https://sound2020.org/news/soundscape-under-covid-19-and-wiki-for-sound/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13844820/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/04/coronavirus-is-quieting-the-world-seismic-data-shows/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/04/coronavirus-is-quieting-the-world-seismic-data-shows/
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Also see the related article published in the Guardian 
recently. 

An interesting collection of (or lack of) sounds of 
lockdown collected by the BBC can be found here. 
There is an ongoing work supported by UKAN to 
record representative examples of sounds across the 
UK during this lockdown, measure objectively their 
sound pressure levels and compare them against 
those typically observed during the normal period at 
the same time of year. This work is led by Stephen 
Dance of London Southbank University. Do write to 
dances@lsbu.ac.uk if you can support this work.   

UKAN Acoustic Waves and Application banner 

We are pleased that UKAN’s revised banner 
showing Acoustic Waves and Applications (see 
figure below) was showcased on IYS2020’s news 
stream and sent to the 195 participating countries’ 
links encouraging them to use this poster at public 
engagement activities, demystifying or introducing 
acoustics. 

Call for contributions from Computational 
Acoustics SIG 

The Computational Acoustics SIG is compiling 
introductory resources on computational acoustics 
methods, software and use cases, pitched at people 
with an acoustics background but who may be new or 
returning to the techniques. These resources may 
take the form of slides, notes, code, videos, or any 
other format. If you have an existing resource that 
you and your company/institution are happy to share 
with UKAN members, or if you would be interested in 
hosting a webinar on a similar topic, please contact 
amelia.gully@york.ac.uk.

Cheltenham Science Festival @ Home 

Cheltenham Festival are developing a digital festival 
for 2-7 June 2020. It will be a virtual science festival to 
be streamed for free via Cheltenham Festival Youtube 
channel. The festival will be a mix of online events and 
pre-recorded events with live Q+As with speakers. 
More information about this event can be found here. 
If you wish to get involved, then get in touch with Lisa 
Garrett Lisa.Garrett@cheltenhamfestivals.com now. 
They plan to start filming the content from 14th May 
2020. 

Do write to us with your stories at 
info@acoustics.ac.uk 

Stay safe 

Kirill Horoshenkov and Richard Craster 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/27/silence-is-golden-for-whales-as-lockdown-reduces-ocean-noise-coronavirus
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08bcd13
mailto:dances@lsbu.ac.uk
https://sound2020.org/docs/ACOUSTICS%20banner%20240%20x%20160cm%20amended%20FINAL%20ARTWORK.pdf
https://sound2020.org/docs/ACOUSTICS%20banner%20240%20x%20160cm%20amended%20FINAL%20ARTWORK.pdf
mailto:amelia.gully@york.ac.uk
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lnl4GDzRXkOW6N7YhgWo60RGp4lJvuaf?usp=sharing
mailto:Lisa.Garrett@cheltenhamfestivals.com
mailto:info@acoustics.ac.uk
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